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REMARKS 

Claims 1-55 are pending in the application. Claims 1*55 stand rejected. Claims 
1,13, 25, 30. 42, and 54 are hereby amended. Applicant respectfully requests allowance 
of the claims and consideration of the following remarks. 

Claims 1-2, 4, 6-8, 13-14, 16, 18-20, and 23 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 
102(e) as anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,157,648 (Voit). Applicant respectfully 
traverses the rejection for at least the following reasons. 

Amended claim 1 now requires that the second link does not include the first user 
communication device and that the first link does not include the second user 
communication device. Thus, in claim 1 the first user communication device is in 
communication with the service provider over the first link, which does not include the 
second user communication device. In addition, the second user commimication device 
is in communication with the service provider over the second link, which does not 
include the first user communication device. Lastly, after the additional bandwidth 
request, the second user conmiunication device communicates with the service provider 
over the second link and a third link that connects the second user communication device 
and the first user communication device. 

In contrast, Voit discloses a telephone 112 linked to an Internet Telephony 
Gateway (ITG) 1 1 8, and further linked to the Internet 106. The link between the 
telephone 1 1 2 and the ITG 1 1 8 is a first link. The link between the ITG 1 1 8 and the 
Internet is a second link. The resulting link between the telephone 1 12 and the Intemet is 
a third link. However, the first link, the second link, and the third link all include the ITG 
1 18, as opposed to claim 1 which requires that the first hnk not mclude the second user 
commxmication device and that the second hnk not include the first user communication 
device. 

The remaining independent claims contain Hmitations similar to those of 
independent claim 1 and are therefore allowable over the art of record for at least the 
same reasons as claim L Applicant refirains from a discussion of the dependent claims in 
view of their dependence from otherwise allowable independent claims. A discussion of 
the rejections based on 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) is ob\aated in view of the discussion 
distinguishing Voit. 
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CONCLUSION 

The claims in their present form are allowable over the art of record- Applicant 
therefore respectfully requests their allowance. Any fees in addition to those submitted 
may be charged to Dq>osit Account No. 21 0765. 
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